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The BIG Question 

Now that you’ve browsed through the guide, you should have a 

good understanding of power and ethical use of this tool we call AI. 

So WHY do so many writers lean so heavily (often unredacted and 

unedited) on AI?  

THE SHORT ANSWER to WHY is: 

Because it’s fast, it feels good, the market rewards volume, 

and most casual readers can’t tell when something is AI-

originated. 

But the price is: 

• eroded voice 

• hollow emotion 

• generic metaphor 

• homogenized narrative rhythm 

• and, long term, a shrinking gap between authors who push 

craft and those who rely on machine momentum. 

 

More about WHY 

1. Speed + Scale Beat Skill 

AI can draft: 

• a 3,000-word short story in minutes 

• ten alternative endings 

• a character arc revision on demand 
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• a novel outline in a single prompt 

Writers under deadline—especially newsletter authors, serial web-

fiction creators, and Kindle market writers—are rewarded for speed, 

not craft. AI gives them the ability to produce faster than their 

natural craft allows. 

This is the same dynamic that happened with: 

• stock photography replacing unique images 

• click-optimized journalism replacing reported pieces 

In fiction, velocity now outruns virtuosity. 

 

2. The Market Pays for Volume, Not Voice 

On platforms like: 

• Kindle Unlimited 

• Radish 

• Royal Road 

• Wattpad 

• Short-story subscription newsletters 

…writers are incentivized to upload frequently and at length. 

Human-only drafting is slow, so many writers use AI to: 

• fill chapters 

• complete drafts 

• finish sagging middles 

• rewrite scenes 

• push books to market 
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Voice gets replaced with “voice-like” text—competent, clean, plot-

forward, but ultimately generic. 

 

3. AI Removes Psychological Barriers 

AI eliminates (or disguises) the hardest parts of fiction writing: 

• facing a blank page 

• dealing with self-criticism 

• struggling with plot logic 

• writing description that feels fresh 

• finishing something 

Many writers who previously wanted to write but couldn’t sustain 

momentum now can. The temptation to let AI “do the heavy lifting” 

is enormous. 

 

4. Writers Don’t Recognize Their Own Erosion 

The more a writer uses AI for: 

• first drafts 

• outlines 

• line edits 

• descriptive passages 

• metaphor generation 

…the less they notice when the AI’s voice eclipses their own. 

After a few months of leaning on AI, many writers are no longer 
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aware of which parts are “theirs.” The handoff becomes invisible 

even to them. 

This is why “unredacted” AI signatures—repetition patterns, 

emotional flattening, POV inconsistency, mechanical metaphors—

show up in the final text. 

 

5. Most Readers Can’t Tell (and Many Don’t Care) 

Outside of writing groups, editors, and literary fiction circles, 

readers: 

• skim 

• scroll 

• binge 

• prefer fast over nuanced 

• prefer more over better 

If the story is “good enough,” the reader continues. 

AI fiction is consistent, which many casual readers interpret as 

“professional.” 

Writers respond to that market signal. 

 

 

 

WHY IT’S OFTEN UNREDACTED (i.e., AI fingerprints 

everywhere) 

Because “polishing by hand” feels slow and unnecessary when: 
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• the platform pays you per page read 

• the competition uploads daily 

• no editor is forcing revisions 

• a writer can drown inconsistencies under speed 

Most unredacted AI signatures come from: 

• over-metaphorization 

• hyper-competent sensory description 

• symmetrical sentence patterns 

• thematic repetition 

• object-oriented POV shifts 

• emotional substitution (melodrama instead of specificity) 

Writers who learned fiction with AI present often assume this is 

simply what “good prose” looks like. 

 

Cultural & Economic Pressures Driving This Trend 

1. The Decline of Gatekeepers 

No agents, no editors, no MFA workshops required. 

AI lets anyone output “book-shaped text” on day one. 

2. The Rise of Micro-Publishing 

TikTok fiction, Substack fiction, serialized Kindle chapters—these 

ecosystems reward constant production. 

3. Fear of Falling Behind 

Writers worry: 
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“Everyone else is using this. If I don’t, I’ll be slower and less 

competitive.” 

4. The Delusion of Total Collaboration 

Some writers genuinely believe: 

“AI is my co-author. We are writing this together.” 

That might feel true, but it often results in the writer gradually 

disappearing from the page. 

5. The Comfort of Mediocrity 

AI text is never terrible (unless prompted). 

It is also, left untouched, rarely profound. 

This creates a warm, safe middle—“pleasant competence”—that 

seduces writers into staying there. 

 

THE COSTS (the ones skilled writers are noticing) 

1. Loss of human unpredictability 

AI struggles with: 

• subtext 

• misdirection 

• flawed character logic 

• voice idiosyncrasies 

• unconscious symbolism 

Stories become tidy when they should be risky. 

2. Flattened emotional range 
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AI can describe emotions but rarely embeds them. 

Human contradictions—where powerful fiction lives—get 

smoothed away. 

3. Recycled metaphors + syntactic patterns 

You see the same: 

• rain metaphors 

• heart-as-bird imagery 

• memory-as-weather patterns 

• mirrored sentences 

• equal clause lengths 

Across dozens of AI-assisted writers. 

4. Readers who can tell feel betrayed 

Writing groups, editors, agents, and serious readers increasingly 

recognize the “AI hum” underlying large segments of fiction. 

5. Writers plateau 

Because AI does the hard part for them, many stop improving. 

They write more but learn less. 

Their writer’s journey has, sadly,  ended. 
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