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CHAPTER 12 – Teaching Materials 

 

Fiction writers often teach others through critique groups, 

workshops, newsletters, classrooms, mentorships, or informal 

guidance. AI is an extraordinarily effective assistant for creating 

structured teaching materials that are clear, practical, and engaging. 

This chapter shows how to produce handouts, examples, exercises, 

tables, charts, and full lesson plans. 

 

12.1 Why AI Works So Well for Teaching Support 

AI can: 

• simplify complex craft concepts 

• generate multiple examples 

• create tables, charts, and grids 

• design exercises 

• tailor explanations to skill level 

• adapt tone for different audiences 

• help instructors prepare much faster 

It is a flexible, endlessly patient teaching assistant. 
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12.2 The Four-Section Handout Model 

A good handout includes: 

1. Concept Explanation – concise and clear 

2. Examples – good vs. weak versions 

3. Application Guidelines – how to use the concept 

4. Exercises – practice for the student 

ASK: “Create a handout on narrative tension using the four-section 

model.” 

You’ll receive a ready-to-print page. 

 

12.3 Tables, Charts, and Grids 

Writers absorb information visually. 

ASK: “Create a table comparing third-person limited vs. omniscient 

POV. Build a pacing grid for rising tension. Make a character 

psychology chart.” 

AI-designed tables clarify abstraction. 

 

12.4 Example Generators 

Examples make teaching vivid. 

AI can generate: 

• scene variants 
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• dialogue samples 

• sensory descriptions 

• metaphor transformations 

• genre comparisons 

• character monologues 

These examples bring craft concepts to life. 

 

12.5 Craft Transformation Exercises 

ASK: 

• “Rewrite this in the style of Steinbeck.” 

• “Increase tension without adding action.” 

• “Reduce metaphor density but keep emotional depth.” 

• “Show this scene with only subtext.” 

Transformations teach craft dynamically. 

 

12.6 Turning Questions Into Mini-Lessons 

A student asks: 

• “How do I fix pacing?” 

• “How do I write better endings?” 

• “Why is this dialogue flat?” 

Ask AI to produce: 

https://fictionbrain.com/


Fiction Writer Guide to  Using AI Chapters 
 

Fiction Writers Guide to Using AI 
Copyright M C Neuffer – all rights reserved 

FictionBrain.com  

• a mini-lecture 

• examples 

• revision steps 

• exercises 

This makes you a more responsive teacher. 

 

12.7 Creating Full Workshop Plans 

ASK: “Design a 1-hour workshop on character arcs with lecture, 

examples, group activity, and homework.” 

AI gives you: 

• structure 

• timing 

• exercises 

• takeaways 

You can edit or expand as needed. 

 

12.8 Supporting Student Voices 

Ask AI to critique with: 

• encouragement 

• clarity 

• constructive feedback 
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• respect for their style 

This helps nurture confidence while developing skill. 

 

12.9 Checklists for Teaching and Self-Editing 

AI can generate: 

• character checklists 

• scene checklists 

• worldbuilding consistency checks 

• emotional engagement assessments 

• revision roadmaps 

Students—and you—benefit. 

 

12.10 Workshop Exercises 

1. Scene Surgery. Revise a weak scene using a guided checklist. 

2. Voice Variation Drill. Rewrite a paragraph in three tones. 

3. Conflict Mapping. Map internal, external, interpersonal 

conflict. 

4. Symbol Hunt. Find symbolic objects and discuss their 

narrative purpose. 
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